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Acantopsis bruinen, 
a new species of horseface loach from Southeast Asia 

(Teleostei: Cobitidae)

David A. Boyd*, So Nam**, ***, Thach Phanara** and Lawrence M. Page*

Acantopsis bruinen, new species, is described from the Mekong River basin in Cambodia, Thailand, and Laos, and 
from the Mae Khlong and Tapi River basins in Thailand. It is distinguished from all other species of Acantopsis 
by combination of 11-13 pectoral-fin rays, 10 1/2 branched dorsal-fin rays; 3 labial barbel pairs; a single, undivided 
row of spots on the dorsal surface of the head; wide dorsal saddles with straight or concave margins; and a faint 
spot on the upper margin of the caudal-fin base. An updated key to the species of Acantopsis is provided.
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Introduction

The horseface loaches, Acantopsis (Cobitidae), are 
sand-dwelling fishes recognizable by their slender 
bodies and elongate heads and snouts. Species of 
Acantopsis occur in rivers throughout Southeast 
Asia from Java, Sumatra, and Borneo to northern 
Vietnam and eastern India. The genus is distin-
guishable from closely related taxa Aperioptus 
and Kottelatlimia (Šlechtová et al., 2008; Havird 
et al., 2010) by the position of the bifid suborbital 
spine, an appendage shared with almost all cobitid 
loaches, halfway between the eye and the tip of the 
snout and by possession of 8 1/2 or more branched 
dorsal-fin rays (Siebert, 1991).
 The revision of Acantopsis by Boyd et al. 
(2017) recognized seven valid species, three new 
to science: A. rungthipae, A. dinema, and A. ioa 
(Eschmeyer et al., 2018). Species are differenti-

ated from one another primarily on the basis of 
color pattern (often highly variable), labial bar-
bel structure, and fin-ray and vertebral counts. 
A fourth new species, with disjunct distribution, 
was revealed by phylogenetic analysis but left 
undescribed (Boyd et al., 2017). Based on genetic 
and morphological characteristics, this new spe-
cies of Acantopsis from tributaries of the Mekong 
River basin in Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia, 
and in the Mae Khlong and Tapi River drainages 
of western and peninsular Thailand is described 
herein.

Materials and methods

Measurements were taken to the nearest 0.1 mm 
using dial calipers. Morphometric data of the 
body are expressed as percentages of standard 
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