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Seven new species of Garra
(Cyprinidae: Cyprininae)

from the Rakhine Yoma, southern Myanmar

Sven O. Kullander* and Fang Fang*

Abstract

Garra propulvinus, G. vittatula, G. rakhinica, G. flavatra and G. nigricollis are described from the western slope of the
Rakhine Yoma, and G. spilota and G. poecilura from the eastern slope (Irrawaddy drainage). Garra propulvinus is
distinguished by the linear arrangement of snout tubercles restricted to the rostral lobe, and the shape of the central
pad of the lower lip, which is widest posteriorly. Garra vittatula is distinguished by its slender body shape and a
distinct lateral band. Garra spilota is unique in the genus with a color pattern including a row of dark blotches along
the side. Garra flavatra is unique in the genus with a contrasted pattern of dark brown vertical bars with yellowish
interspaces. Garra rakhinica is similar to G. flavatra but grayish with a dark blotch at the end of the caudal peduncle
and fins uniform. Garra poecilura has a distinctive pattern of black stripes and spots in the dorsal and caudal fins
like G. flavatra, but does not have the distinct vertical bars of that species. Garra nigricollis is distinguished by a black
band marking off the posterior margin of the head, and is distinguished among Rakhine Yoma Garra species for
higher meristics (e.g., 33 vs. 27-31 lateral line scales) and larger size (to 128 mm SL vs. 76 mm SL).
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Introduction

The cyprinid fish genus Garra includes bottom
dwelling fishes usually found in fast flowing
streams where they cling to rocks using the high-
ly modified mouth which acts as a sucker. The
genus is widely distributed from southern Chi-
na, across South East Asia, India and the Middle
East to northern and central Africa, totalling 60
species (Getahun, 2000) of which about 40 are
from Asia. The latest revision (Menon, 1964) rec-
ognized 38 species. The African species were re-
viewed by Getahun (2000), and several species
from Asia were described or revalidated in recent

papers (Kottelat, 2000; Vishwanath & Kosygin,
2000; Gopi, 2001; Zhang & Chen, 2002).

Most species of Garra are nearly uniformly brown-
ish to blackish, with sparse, insignificant mark-
ings. This paper was spurred by the discovery of
an unusually colorful species found in streams of
the Rakhine State in Myanmar, with contrasting
yellow and dark brown vertical bars. In compar-
ing this species with other Garra from both slopes
of the Rakhine Yoma range (formerly known as
Arakan Yoma), they all turned out to be new
species, and we dedicate this paper to their for-
mal description.
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