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Gobio delyamurei, a new gudgeon from Crimea, Ukraine 
(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Jörg Freyhof* and Alexander M. Naseka**

Gobio delyamurei, new species, from River Chornaya, Western Crimea, is distinguished from other Gobio in Black 
and Caspian Sea basins by a short barbel reaching to or slightly in front of anterior eye margin, the breast scaled 
between pectorals and the mature males with dusky, dark grey body and fi ns. They inhabit a short stretch of 
River Chornaya where water is extracted in large quantities for irrigation and the species faces a critical risk of 
extinction in a near future. A lectotype is designated for G. brevicirris Fowler, 1976 from the upper Don.

Ichthyol. Explor. Freshwaters, Vol. 16, No. 4, pp. 331-338, 4 fi gs., 1 tab., December 2005
© 2005 by Verlag Dr. Friedrich Pfeil, München, Germany – ISSN 0936-9902

* Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland Fisheries, Müggelseedamm 310, 12561 Berlin, Germany. E-mail: 
freyhof@igb-berlin.de

** Zoological Institute, Russian Academy of Sciences, Universitetskaya nab. 1, St. Petersburg 199034, Russia. 
E-mail: dr_naseka@rambler.ru

Introduction

Gudgeon species of the genus Gobio are usually 
considered to be morphological variable species 
and different morphologies are considered to be 
the result of adaptations to different habitats (see 
the review by Bânârescu et al., 1999, but see objec-
tions in Kottelat & Persat, 2005). On-going stud-
ies, however, reveal an underestimated species 
diversity within what has long been known as 
G. gobio (Bogutskaya & Naseka, 2004; Doadrio & 
Madeira, 2004; Vasilieva et al., 2004; Kottelat & 
Persat, 2005).
 While there are only six permanent small 
streams on Crimea, this area is known for its 
endemic freshwater fi sh fauna (Berg, 1949). The 
genus Gobio is known from fi ve of these streams 
(Salgir, Chornaya, Bel’bek, Kacha, Al’ma). Berg 
(1932: 406) commented that the Salgir gudgeon 
represents an undescribed subspecies of G. gobio 

related to G. g. carpathicus Vladykov, 1925 (from 
River Tiza, Danube drainage) and G. g. bulgaricus 
Drensky, 1926 (from River Maritza). Later, Berg 
(1949: 650) further considered, that the Salgir 
gudgeon is “close to” G. g. lepidolaemus natio 
caucasica Kamensky, 1901 (from the Caucasian 
coast of the Black Sea) and mentioned that it had 
been earlier described as G. g. carparthicus natio 
krymensis by Delyamure in 1937. This paper, 
however, was never published (Delyamure & 
Smirnov, 1975) and the name krymensis is not 
available from Berg (1949) as it is infrasubspe-
cifi c (ICZN art. 10.2, 45.5). The name fi rst became 
available from Banarescu & Nalbant (1973) who 
listed this population as the subspecies G. g. krym-
ensis. Berg (1949: 643) distinguished the gudgeons 
from Crimean streams Al’ma and Kacha from 
G. krymensis and identifi ed them as conspecifi c 
with G. g. kovatschevi Chichkoff, 1937 (elsewhere 
known only from coastal streams of eastern Bul-
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