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Schistura spekuli, a new species of cave fishes
from northern Vietnam
(Teleostei: Balitoridae)

Maurice Kottelat*

Schistura spekuli, new species, is described from a cave near Tam Duong, Lai Chau Province, Vietnam. It is
distinguished from all species of Schistura from the Red River and adjacent basins (Mekong and Pearl Rivers) by
the absence of externally visible eyes and its white body.
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Introduction

Loaches of the subfamily Nemacheilinae are the
most speciose group of fishes in hill streams of
Southeast Asia. More than 100 species have been
described from Thailand, Laos and Vietnam alone
(Kottelat, 1990a, 2000, 2001a-b; Freyhof & Serov,
2000). They are slender, bottom-dwellers, living
in the current under stones, and this explains
that they have been able to penetrate and colo-
nize hypogean habitats and evolve several cave
populations or species. Indeed, 7 of the 11 exclu-
sively cavernicole fish species already recorded
from Southeast Asia belong to this subfamily
(Kottelat, 1988, 1990b; Kottelat & Géry, 1989;
Vidthayanon & Jaruthanin, 2003; Vidthayanon &
Kottelat, 2003). As a result of lack of exploration,
no cave fish had been reported from Vietnam,
although there are many anecdotal record from
travellers or cavers that cave fish exist. The first
Vietnamese cave fish is described here and, un-
surprisingly, it is a nemacheiline.

Material and methods

Methods for counts and measurements follow
Kottelat (1990a). Note that dorsal head length is
used for ratios expressed in percentage of HL.
“Snout length” is the approximave distance from
the tip of the snout to the position occupied by
the anterior margin of the eye in epigean species
of nemacheilines. Abbreviations used are: CMK,
author’s collection; IRSNB, Institut Royal des
Sciences Naturelles de Belgique, Bruxelles; SL,
standard length; HL, head length. The species
concept used here is the phylogenetic species
concept (see Cracraft, 1989; Mayden & Wood,
1995; Kottelat, 1997).

Schistura spekuli, new species
(Fig. 1)

Holotype. IRSNB 823, 53.7 mm SL; Vietnam: Lai
Chau Prov.: cave in centre of Chin Chu Chai
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