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A new species of Creagrutus 
from the Güejar River, Orinoco Basin, Colombia 

(Characiformes: Characidae)

César Román-Valencia*, Carlos A. García-Alzate*, Raquel I. Ruiz-C.* 
and Donald C. Taphorn B.**

Creagrutus maculosus, new species, is described from the Güejar River, La Macarena mountain range, Orinoco 
Basin, Colombia. It differs from congeners in having eight dark rounded spots on the sides of the body (vs. no 
dark spots on the sides of the body except in C. amoenus, C. kunturus and C. mucipu); 4-5 scale rows between the 
lateral line and the anal-fin origin (vs. 2-4 rows except in C. lepidus and C. melasma, which have 4-5); and by the 
absence of small hooks on the rays of the anal and pelvic fins of males (vs. small hooks present on rays of those 
fins except in C. muelleri and C. nigrostigmatus). Data on the habitat of the new species are also provided.

Describimos una nueva especie, Creagrutus maculosus, del río Güejar, Serranía de La Macarena, Orinoquía Co-
lombiana. C. maculosus se distingue de las demás especies por ocho manchas oscuras redondeadas sobre los lados 
del cuerpo (vs. ausencia de manchas oscuras redondeadas en los lados del cuerpo, excepto C. amoenus, C. kunt urus 
y C. mucipu); por el número de filas de escamas entre la línea lateral y el origen de la aleta anal (4-5 vs. 2-4 excep-
to C. lepidus y C. melasma con 4-5); por la ausencia en machos de pequeñas espinas sobre los radios de las aletas 
anal y pélvicas (vs. presentes excepto en C. muelleri y C. nigrostigmatus). Se incluye datos sobre el hábitat del 
nuevo taxon. 

* Universidad del Quindío, Laboratorio de Ictiología, A. A. 2639, Armenia, Colombia. 
 E-mail: ceroman@uniquindio.edu.co, cagarcia@uniquindio.edu.co, zutana_1@yahoo.com
** 1822 North Charles Street, Belleville, Illinois, USA. E-mail: taphorn@gmail.com

Introduction

Creagrutus and Piabina are diagnosed as a mono-
phyletic assemblage on the basis of synapomor-
phies in various osteological and soft anatomical 
characters sets (Vari & Harold, 2001). Taxonom-
ically, most Creagrutus species are clearly defined 
(Román-Valencia & Cala, 1997; Vari & Harold, 
1998, 2001; Vari et al., 1993, 1994, 1995; Harold & 
Vari, 1994; Torres & Vari, 2005) but as ichthyo-

logical exploration of South America continues, 
many new species are being found. Twelve valid 
species are now recognized from Colombia, (Ha-
rold & Vari, 1994; Román-Valencia & Cala, 1997; 
Vari & Harold, 2001; Torres & Vari, 2005). During 
recent expeditions to the Macarena mountain 
range in the Orinoco Basin of Oriental Colombia 
we discovered several species of Characidae new 
to science, including the new Creagrutus we de-
scribe here.
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