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Rasbora lacrimula, a new species of cyprinid fish 
from eastern Borneo 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)
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Rasbora lacrimula, new species, is distinguished from all other species of the genus by having very small tubercles 
forming a kind of granulated ‘crest’ along the dorsal midline posterior to the dorsal fin, continued onto the upper 
edge of the caudal fin, and a colour pattern with a faint narrow midlateral stripe ending in longitudinally orien-
tated, teardrop-shaped blotch. It is presently known only from the Mahakam drainage in Kalimantan Timur, 
Borneo, Indonesia.
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Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to describe a new 
species of cyprinid fish of the genus Rasbora from 
the Mahakam drainage in Borneo. The Mahakam 
is the largest river of eastern Borneo but its fish 
fauna is still poorly known (Kottelat, 1995b). An 
ichthyological survey was conducted from 4 to 
11 June 2008 in the upstream area of Belayan 
River, in the Mahakam drainage. Several unde-
scribed species were discovered. These include a 
distinctive cyprinid of the genus Rasbora, which 
is described herein as R. lacrimula.

Material and methods

Methods for counts and measurements follow 
Kottelat (2001) and Kottelat & Freyhof (2007). SL 
is standard length, HL is head length. The exam-
ined material is deposited in: MZB, Museum 
Zoologicum Bogoriense, Bogor; ZRC, Zoological 
Reference Collection, Raffles Museum of Biodi-
versity Research, National University of Singa-
pore; and CMK, collection of the second author.
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