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The fishes of the Batang Hari drainage, Sumatra,
with description of six new species

Tan Heok Hui* and Maurice Kottelat* **

Fish surveys were conducted between 1994 and 2003 in the Batang Hari drainage, Sumatra. The fish fauna of the
drainage now includes a total of 297 species of which 48 are new records (45 of them new records for Sumatra).
Six new species are described in the families Cyprinidae (Crossocheilus obscurus, Osteochilus kerinciensis, Pectenocypris
micromysticetus), Nemacheilidae (Nemacheilus papillos) and Cobitidae (Pangio atactos, P. bitaimac). Crossocheilus
pseudobagroides, Diplocheilichthys, D. jentinkii, Osteochilus scapularis, O. vittatoides, Leptobarbus rubripinna and Ras-
bora hosii are revalidated. Lectotypes are designated for Labeo oblongus and Rasbora hosii. The identity of Osteochilus
enneaporos, Nemacheilus longipinnis and Monotrete leiurus are discussed. A brief overview of M. leiurus suggests

that M. bergii and M. ocellaris are valid species.

Introduction

Although ichthyological exploration and research
had been carried out in Central Sumatra for over
a centruy, it has not been extensive. The first
notable collections of freshwater fish in Central
Sumatra were reported by Pieter Bleeker (1852a-¢,
1853a-b, 1854a-b, 1855, 1858a-b, 1859a, 1860a-b).
Odoardo Beccari made a small collection of
fishes in western Sumatra in 1878 (Vinciguerra,
1879). Gustav Schneider obtained a collection of
freshwater fishes from Central Sumatra during
the period 1897-1899 (Schneider, 1906), which was
documented by Walter Volz (1903a-b, 1907), who
himself collected in Sumatra in 1900-1902 while
he was employed as geologist by the ‘Royal Dutch
Company for the Exploitation of Petroleum in the
Dutch East Indies’ (Volz, 1909). Bruno Machan
(1930) wrote on a collection of fishes from western
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Sumatra made by ]. Schild in 1899. Alfred C.
Harrison and H. M. Hiller made a small collection
of freshwater fishes from western Sumatra in
1901, which was described by Henry W. Fowler
(1904). Max Weber and Lieven F. de Beaufort
(1912) reported on a large collection of fishes from
the Kampar and Indragiri drainages obtained by
Alfred Maass in 1907. The last known major col-
lections were made from Bagansiapiapi near the
mouth of the Rokan River by J. D. F. Hardenberg
in 1929 and 1933 (Hardenberg, 1931, 1934).
Comparatively little has been done on the
ichthyological fauna of the northern and southern
ends of Sumatra. In the 1890s, Elio Modigliani
made a small collection of freshwater fishes from
northern Sumatra, which was reported by Al-
berto Perugia (1893). A small collection of fishes
was made by H. C. Kellers in 1925 from south
and southwestern Sumatra (Fowler & Bean, 1927).
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