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Osteochilus flavicauda, a new species of fish 
from the Malay Peninsula 

(Teleostei: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat*, ** and Tan Heok Hui**

Osteochilus flavicauda, new species, is described from the Malay Peninsula. It is distinguished by having a black 
midlateral stripe ending at the posterior extremity of the median caudal-fin rays and with very contrasted edges, 
a single tubercle at the tip of the snout, and yellow fins.
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Introduction

When preparing the description of Osteochilus 
kerinciensis from Sumatra (Tan & Kottelat, 2009) 
we had to re-examine the identity of a number of 
species of Osteochilus characterised by the pres-
ence of a black mid-lateral stripe. One of them is 
O. microcephalus. It was known for some time that 
fishes identified as O. microcephalus include indi-
viduals with yellow caudal fin and others with 
red caudal fin. A closer examination revealed that 
they are distinct species. The species with the 
yellow caudal fin is described herein.

Material and methods

Material examined is deposited in: ZRC, Raffles 
Museum of Biodiversity Research, National Uni-
versity of Singapore, and CMK, the collection of 
the second author. All measurements are taken 

from the left side (whenever possible) with dig-
ital calipers. Method for taking counts and meas-
urement follow Kottelat (2001) and Kottelat & 
Freyhof (2007). The last two branched dorsal and 
anal-fin rays articulating on a single pterygio-
phore are counted as “1 {”. 

Osteochilus flavicauda, new species
(Figs. 1-2)

Holotype. ZRC 38216, 96.4 mm SL; Malaysia: 
Johor: Kota Tinggi, Sungei Tementang; H. H. Tan 
et al., 21 Aug 1994.

Paratypes. ZRC 51753, 1, 61.4 mm SL; same local-
ity as holotype. – ZRC 42782, 3, 36.8-59.5 mm SL; 
Malaysia: Johor: Sungai Kahang; H. H. Tan et al., 
24 Mar 1998. – ZRC 28107, 6, 35.0-49.0 mm SL; 
Malaysia: Johor: Kota Tinggi, Sungei Mupor; P. 
K. L. Ng & K. K. P. Lim, 15 Oct 1992. – ZRC 51754, 
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