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Synodontis ngouniensis, new species
(Siluriformes: Mochokidae)
from the Ngounié and Nyanga basins, Gabon
and Republic of Congo

David De Weirdt*, Emmanuel Vreven** and Yves Fermon***

Synodontis ngouniensis, new species, is described. It is endemic to the Ngounié River (Ogooué River basin) and
the Nyanga River basin. It is distinguished from all other Synodontis species of the Lower Guinea Ichthyofaunal
Province by: a dorsal spine with a smooth anterior margin except for the presence of 1-4 feeble serrations on the
distal part; a maxillary barbel with a smooth membrane, which is proximally at least as broad as the barbel thread
and situated on the posterior basal two third of the barbel; 12-19 mandibular teeth; 10-13 gill rakers on the cera-
tobranchial of the first branchial arch; a triangular humeral process, and a striking colour pattern of black overall
background colour with irregular whitish lines and dots.

Une nouvelle espece, Synodontis ngouniensis, est décrite. Elle est endémique de la riviere Ngounié (bassin de
I’Ogooué) et du bassin de la Nyanga. La nouvelle espéece est distinguée des autres especes de Synodontis de la
province ichtyologique de la Basse Guinée par: une épine dorsale a bord antérieur lisse a I’exception de 1-4 faibles
serrations sur la partie distale; un barbillon maxillaire avec une membrane lisse proximalement au moins aussi
large que le barbillon lui-méme et située sur les deux tiers basaux postérieurs du barbillon; 12-19 dents mandi-
bulaires, 10-13 branchiospines sur le cératobranchial du premier arc branchial; un processus huméral triangu-
laire, un patron de coloration contrasté, a fond noir marqué de lignes et points blanchatres.

Introduction White, 1990; Seegers, 1996; De Vos, 2001; Ferraris,

2007; Friel & Sullivan, 2008). The genus is diag-

The genus Synodontis, also known as upside-down  nosed by the presence of a strong bony cranium,

catfishes or squeakers, is a widespread African scaleless skin without protrusions, branched

genus. With approximately 120 valid species, mandibular barbels, bony dorsal and pectoral

Synodontis is one of the largest African freshwater ~ spines which can be locked and a well-developed
fish genera (Gosse, 1986; Paugy, 1987; Skelton &  adipose fin (Poll, 1971).
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