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Channa ornatipinnis and C. pulchra, 
two new species of dwarf snakeheads from Myanmar 

(Teleostei: Channidae)

Ralf Britz*

Channa ornatipinnis, new species, from Waloun Chaung, northern Rakhine State, Myanmar, differs from all its 
congeners by a unique colour pattern that consists of numerous large black spots on the cheeks, golden-orange 
lips, a red posterior rim of the opercular flap, five to seven narrow alternating white and dark brown to black 
semicircular bands on the pectoral fin, three dorsal fin blotches, and red and bluish-grey scales with numerous 
black spots on the body. Channa pulchra, new species, from Kyeintali Chaung, southern Rakhine State, Myanmar, 
is also distinguished by a unique colour pattern consisting of numerous small black spots on the cheek and body, 
usually four semicircular white bands on the pectoral fin, one anterior dorsal fin blotch, and a series of reddish-
orange blotches and numerous black spots on the body.

* Department of Zoology, The Natural History Museum, London, SW7 5BD, United Kingdom. E-mail: 
r.britz@nhm.ac.uk

Introduction

Channidae or snakeheads are medium sized to 
large acanthomorph teleosts living in freshwaters 
in tropical Africa, parts of the Middle East, and 
Asia (Berra, 2001). They represent the sister group 
of the Anabantoidei or labyrinth fishes (Britz, 
1995, 2003) and share with them, among other 
characters, the presence of a suprabranchial organ 
that enables them to breathe atmospheric air. The 
Channidae are a small, but still incompletely 
known teleost group and they have only re-
cently received a growing interest from ichthyo-
logists. Several new species were described in the 
last decade (Musikasinthorn, 1998, 2000; Zhang 
et al., 2001), and earlier synonyms were revali-
dated (Ng & Lim, 1991; Ng et al. 1995, 1999). 

Courtenay and Willliams (2004) provided a use-
ful compilation of the 29 species currently con-
sidered valid.
 During a recent collecting trip to Myanmar, 
an unusually colourful snakehead was discovered 
in a small hill stream in the northern Rakhine 
State and a second similar looking species was 
obtained from the southern Rakhine State. Both 
snakeheads are new to science and are described 
herein.

Material and methods

Measurements follow Musikasinthorn (1998) and 
were taken with digital calipers to the nearest 
0.1 mm. Vertebrae numbers were counted from 
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