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Proterorhinus tataricus,
a new tubenose goby from Crimea, Ukraine
(Teleostei: Gobiidae)

Jorg Freyhof* and Alexander M. Naseka**

Proterorhinus tataricus, new species, from River Chornaya, Western Crimea, is distinguished from other Protero-
rhinus species by having 45-54 +2-3 scales in midlateral series, interorbital distance 19-30 % head length, head
length 26-29 % SL and 15-17% rays in anal fin. Gobius quadricapillus does not belong to the genus Proterorhinus
and Gobius macropterus is a junior synonym of P. marmoratus. Proterorhinus semilunaris from Aegean and Black Sea
basins and P. nasalis from Caspian Sea basin are valid species. Proterorhinus tataricus inhabits a short stretch of
River Chornaya where water is extracted in large quantities for irrigation and the species faces a critical risk of

extinction in a near future.

Introduction

All populations of tubenose gobies of the genus
Proterorhinus are usually considered to belong
to one morphologically variable species called
P. marmoratus (Kottelat, 1997; Pinchuk et al., 2004).
Recently, molecular data revealed that in the Black
Sea basin, marine and freshwater tubenose gobies
have to be distinguished as two species (Stepien
& Tumeo, 2006). Stepien & Tumeo (2006) con-
cluded that only marine tubenose gobies belong
to P. marmoratus, while freshwater populations
might belong to P. semilunaris. Proterorhinus semi-
lunaris was described from River Maritza, Bul-
garia (Heckel, 1837) and is the earliest available
name for a freshwater population. During ich-
thyological surveys in Crimea in 2002 and 2003,
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we collected tubenose gobies in the streams
Al'ma, Chornaya and Kacha and also in two
harbours within the city of Sevastopol. It was
already obvious in the field that three species are
involved. While the type locality of P. marmoratus
is situated in Sevastopol, gobies from streams
Al'ma, and Kacha were easily distinguished from
those from Sevastopol as well as from those from
the Chornaya. The aim of this study is to for-
mally describe the tubenose goby from the Chor-
naya, which is an unnamed species.

Material and methods

All fish measured were preserved in 5 % formal-
dehyde. Some specimens from ZISP had been
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