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Schistura reticulata, a new species
of balitorid loach from Manipur, India,

with redescription of S. chindwinica

Waikhom Vishwanath* and Kongbrailatpam Nebeshwar*

Schistura reticulata, new species, from Maklang and Lokchao Rivers, Manipur, India, differs from S. vinciguerrae
and S. poculi in having 17-29 bars on body (vs. 10-16 in S. vinciguerrae, 15-17 in S. poculi), thinner bars in predorsal
region and in having sexual dimorphism (a prominent suborbital flap in males vs. absence). It differs from S.
vinciguerrae in having 15 branched caudal-fin rays (vs. 17). Schistura chindwinica is redescribed and its type locality
discussed.

Introduction

Hora (1935) described Nemachilus vinciguerrae on
the basis of specimens collected in Myanmar and
Thailand and identified as N. multifasciatus by
Vinciguerra. He designated a holotype for the
new species from Meekalan, Myanmar. He point-
ed out that the caudal base had a prominent
black mark in the middle. Hora (1937) reported
the occurrence (without giving description) of
the species in the Namya River (which drains
into the Yu River, a tributary of the Chindwin) at
Kongan Thana, Kabo or Shan village (now Khong-
kham Thana, Ukhrul district, Manipur, India).
Menon (1987) described the species based on
specimens from Taret stream, a tributary of Yu
River which drains into the Chindwin River and
on one specimen (probably Hora’s [1937] collec-
tion) from Namya River. Kottelat (1990) gave a
detailed description of S. vinciguerrae based on
materials from Myanmar and China.

Recently, specimens of a Schistura similar to
Menon’s (1987) S. vinciguerrae were collected from
different parts of Chindwin basin in Manipur.
They differ from typical S. vinciguerrae in many
respects and represent a new species described
here.

Tilak and Hussain (1990) described S. chind-
winica based on a single specimen. The descrip-
tion of the species was insufficient and the type
locality given therein is not clear. Based on fresh-
ly collected specimens from different streams of
the Barak river system, Brahmaputra drainage in
Manipur, the fish is redescribed here in detail.

Materials and methods

Fishes were collected by gill nets and by dam-
ming and side tracking of water. Colour in fresh
was noted before fixation and preservation in
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