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Clarias sulcatus, a new walking catfish
(Teleostei: Clariidae)
from Pulau Redang

Heok Hee Ng*

Clarias sulcatus, new species, is described from Pulau Redang (Redang Island) off the northeast coast of the Malay
Peninsula. It is distinguished from other Southeast Asian congeners in having the combination of a distance
between the tip of the occipital process and the dorsal-fin base 7.2-7.5 % SL, a broad snout and a narrow frontal
fontanel.

* Fish Division, Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, 1109 Geddes Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-
1079, USA. E-mail: heokheen@umich.edu

Introduction

Catfishes of the genus Clarias have a natural dis-
tribution in inland water bodies throughout much
of the Old World. They are easily distinguished
from other catfishes by long-based dorsal and
anal-fins, and the presence of an accessory breath-
ing organ comprising of modified gill arches. The
diversity of the clariid catfishes of Southeast Asia
is poorly known, and recent studies (Ng, 1999,
2001, 2003; Lim & Ng, 1999; Teugels et al., 2001;
Sudarto et al., 2003, 2004) have begun to uncover
much hidden diversity.

During an ichthyological survey of Pulau
Redang (Redang Island) off the coast of north-
eastern Peninsular Malaysia, specimens of what
were initially identified as Clarias cf. batrachus
were obtained from the island. Comparison of
this material with other Southeast Asian Clarias
has revealed differences; this led to the recogni-
tion of the material from Pulau Redang as be-

longing to an unnamed species, which is de-
scribed here.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point to point with
dial callipers and data recorded to 0.1 mm. Counts
and measurements were made on the left side of
specimens whenever possible. Subunits of the
head are presented as proportions of head length
(HL). Head length and measurements of body
parts are given as proportions of standard length
(SL). Measurements follow those of Ng (1999).
Asterisks after meristic counts indicate values for
holotype.

Material examined in this study is deposited
in: AMNH, American Museum of Natural His-
tory, New York; ANSP, Academy of Natural Sci-
ences, Philadelphia; FMNH, Field Museum of
Natural History, Chicago; MZB, Museum Zoo-
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