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Brycon gouldingi, a new species
from the rio Tocantins drainage, Brazil

(Ostariophysi: Characiformes: Characidae),
with a key to the species in the basin

Flávio C. T. Lima *

Brycon gouldingi, new species, is described from the rio Tocantins basin, Brazil. It is distinguished from all
congeners by the combination of a fifth infraorbital bone higher than wide, the presence of several narrow, wavy
longitudinal stripes along the dorsolateral surfaces of the body, the darkened pectoral- and pelvic-fins, the
presence of a distinct crescent- or V-shaped blotch on caudal peduncle and caudal fin, and the possession of 66-82
lateral line scales. Records of Brycon species from the rio Tocantins in the literature are reviewed and discussed.
Brycon nattereri and B. polylepis are reported for the first time for this river basin. A note on the locality “Goyaz” of
the Thayer Expedition, as well as a key to the five Brycon species occurring in the rio Tocantins basin, are provided.

Brycon gouldingi, nova espécie, é descrita para a bacia do rio Tocantins, Brasil. Ela é distinguida de suas congêneres
pela combinação de um quinto osso infraorbital mais alto que largo, pela presença de várias listras estreitas
longitudinais e sinuosas ao longo do corpo, pelas nadadeiras peitorais e pélvicas escurecidas, pela presença de
uma distinta mancha em forma de V ou crescente no pedúnculo caudal e nadadeira caudal e por apresentar 66-82
escamas na linha lateral. Os registros para espécies de Brycon na bacia do rio Tocantins são revistos e discutidos.
Brycon nattereri e B. polylepis são registrados pela primeira vez para a bacia. Uma observação sobre a localidade
“Goyaz”, bem como uma chave de identificação para as espécies de Brycon existentes na bacia do rio Tocantins, são
fornecidas.
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Introduction

Brycon is a genus of Neotropical characid fishes
which comprises about 41 valid species (Lima,
2003). The genus is second only to Astyanax as
the most widespread among the Neotropical
Characiformes, ranging from southern Mexico to
the Río de La Plata in Argentina. Species of the
genus are diagnosed from the remaining Charac-

idae by the combination of three to four teeth
rows in the premaxillary, presence of an inner
symphyseal tooth in the dentary, presence of a
relatively long anal fin, with 18-32 branched rays,
and absence of an expanded coracoid bone. Bry-
con species are large-sized fishes, being conspicu-
ous components of fish communities, as well as
important for fisheries throughout their range.
Systematics of Brycon is still poorly understood,
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