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Batasio elongatus, a new species of bagrid catfish
from southwest Myanmar
(Siluriformes: Bagridae)

Heok Hee Ng*

Batasio elongatus, new species, is described from the west slope of the Rakhine (Arakan) Yoma, southwest
Myanmar. It is distinguished from congeners (except B. dayi and B. tengana) in having a colour pattern on the body
consisting solely of a dark brown vertical predorsal bar. It is distinguished from B. dayi in having a longer snout
(39.7-44.9 % HL vs. 32.9-38.7) and more slender body (15.8-19.3 % SL vs. 18.5-23.9), and from B. tengana in having
a wider (15.1-17.7 % SL vs. 14.1), deeper (18.6-21.0 % SL vs. 17.3) head and more widely-set eyes (24.8-30.5 % HL
vs. 22.2).

* Fish Division, Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, 1109 Geddes Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-
1079, USA. E-mail: heokheen@umich.edu

Introduction

Batasio species are small, laterally compressed
bagrid catfishes generally found in fast-flowing
hillstreams throughout South and mainland
Southeast Asia. They are diagnosed from other
members of the Bagridae in possessing large sen-
sory pores on the head, narrow mental region, a
pair of prominent posterior processes on the an-
terior part of the vomer, transversely elongated,
bar-like entopterygoid, and the close contact of
the metapterygoid with the quadrate (Mo, 1991).
A recent study by Ng & Kottelat (2001) recog-
nized eight valid species of Batasio: B. batasio
(Hamilton, 1822), B. tengana (Hamilton, 1822),
B. affinis Blyth, 1860, B. dayi (Vinciguerra, 1890),
B. merianiensis (Chaudhuri, 1913), B. havmolleri
(Smith, 1931), B. travancoria Hora & Law, 1941
and B. tigrinus Ng & Kottelat, 2001. A ninth spe-
cies, B. pakistanicus Mirza & Jan, 1989, was tenta-

tively considered as a valid species by Ng &
Kottelat, but its generic placement was ques-
tioned. During a recent ichthyological survey of
southwestern Myanmar, a species of Batasio was
obtained, which on comparison with other known
species was found to be undescribed.

Material and methods

Measurements were made point-to-point with dial cal-
lipers and recorded to 0.1 mm. Ng & Kottelat (2001) are
followed for all measurements and counts. Material
examined in this study is deposited in the following
instiutions: BMNH, Natural History Museum, London;
NRM, Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet, Stockholm; UMMZ,
Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor; and ZRC, Zoological Reference Collection, Raf-
fles Museum of Biodiversity Research, National Uni-
versity of Singapore (ZRC). The reader is referred to Ng
& Kottelat (2001) for a list of comparative material.
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