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Romanogobio parvus, a new gudgeon from River Kuban,
southern Russia
(Cyprinidae, Gobioninae)

Alexander M. Naseka* and Jorg Freyhof**

Romanogobio parvus, new species, from River Kuban, southern Russia, is distinguished from other Romanogobio in
Europe and western Asia by 6 %2 branched anal rays, 7%z branched dorsal rays, 10-12 circumpeduncular scale rows,
narrow and laterally compressed caudal peduncle, eye diameter 1.1-1.6 times in interorbital distance, dorsal fin
behind middle of body, and anus midway between pelvic and anal origins.

Introduction

The systematics of Caucasian gudgeons (Cyprin-
idae: Gobioninae) seem to be still far from set-
tled. The gudgeon recorded by Kessler (1878) as
Gobio uranoscopus Agassiz, 1828 from River Kuma,
Caspian basin, was described by Kamensky
(1901: 9) as Gobio uranoscopus var. caucasica. Ka-
mensky (1901) based his name on specimens from
Rivers Sunzha and Podkumok on the northern
Caspian Caucasus slopes. Agassiz (1828) de-
scribed his Cyprinus uranoscopus based on speci-
mens from River lIsar, a tributary to the upper
Danube in Germany. The name Gobio uranoscopus
var. caucasica was preoccupied by Gobio lepidolae-
mus var. caucasica Kamensky, 1901, on p. 6 of the
same work. Both were described as Gobio and are
primary homonyms; Gobio uranoscopus var. cau-
casica is permanently invalid by the action of

Berg (1932) who proposed the replacement name
Gobio ciscaucasicus Berg, 1932.

Berg (1913) was the first to reporte a gudgeon
as Gobio uranoscopus caucasicus from River Ku-
ban, Black Sea basin. Recently, some of the spec-
imens examined by Berg (1913) (ZISP 15309,
15212) were described as Romanogobio pentatri-
chus Naseka & Bogutskaya, 1998.

Banarescu (1961) described Rheogobio (type
species: R. uranoscopus) and Romanogobio (type
species R. kesslerii (Dybowski, 1862)) as subgen-
era of Gobio. He already commented that the
differences between these both subgenera are
small and based mostly on the presence or ab-
sence of longitudinal epithelial crests on predor-
sal scales and the form of lateral line scales. Elec-
trophoretic data by Dobrovolov (1994) and DNA
data by Witte (pers. comm.) suggest that R. ura-
noscopus is a morphologically derived member of
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