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Papuligobius uniporus,
a new genus and species of freshwater goby

(Perciformes: Gobiidae)
from north-eastern Laos

I-Shiung Chen* and Maurice Kottelat **

Papuligobius, new genus, is distinguished by its particular combination of head canal system (additional terminal
pores σ1 on anterior oculoscapular canal above anterior nostril) and longitudinal papillae pattern, with a single cp
papilla. The type species is P. uniporus, new species, from the Nam Mat basin, north-eastern Laos. Tukagobius
ocellatus Fowler, 1937, is placed in Papuligobius. Papuligobius uniporus is distinguished from P. ocellatus, i.a., in
having 34-37 scales in lateral series (vs. 40-43), a plain caudal fin (vs. with several vertical rows of black spots or
bars), and basal region of pectoral fin with 3 vertically arranged rounded white spots (vs. merely with a small white
spot). Papuligobius shows affinities with Rhinogobius and Tridentiger.
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Introduction

Freshwater gobies are quite diverse in the differ-
ent tributaries of the Mekong basin in Laos. For
example, there are at least 5 species of Rhinogo-
bius, each endemic to given parts of the basin
(Chen et al., 1999; Chen & Kottelat, 2000; Kotte-
lat, 2001).

Recent field work in Laos by MK has yielded
a new freshwater goby which is rather similar to
Rhinogobius but exhibit some features that differ
from those common to all known nonimal spe-
cies of Rhinogobius. Here we describe a new ge-
nus, Papuligobius. Under this new genus, we as-
sign the new species which is collected from north-

ern Laos. Rhinogobius ocellatus (Fowler, 1937) from
the Mekong basin is morphologically similar to
the new species and is also included into the new
genus.

Material and methods

Measurements follow the methods of Miller (1988)
and counts those of Chen & Shao (1996) and
Chen et al. (1999). Terminology of cephalic senso-
ry canals and free neuromast organ (sensory pa-
pillae) is from Miller (1986) and Wongrat & Mill-
er (1991) based on Sanzo (1911). The type speci-
mens and comparative materials are in: LARREC,
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