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Sewellia albisuera,
a new balitorid loach from Central Vietnam

(Cypriniformes: Balitoridae)

Jörg Freyhof*

Sewellia albisuera, new species, from headwaters of River Thu Bon, Central Vietnam, is distinguished from other
Sewellia species by a reticulated colour pattern, faint inner axial stripe on body along lateral line, whitish skin
around lateral-line pores, 20-21 branched pelvic-fin rays and 49-54+2 lateral line scales.
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Introduction

Balitora lineolata described by Valenciennes (in
Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1846) was placed by Gün-
ther (1868) in the genus Homaloptera and later,
Hora (1932) erected the genus Sewellia for this
unusual species. Seven additional species were
described during the last seven years: S. marmorata
Serov, 1996, S. pterolineata Roberts, 1998, S. specio-
sa Roberts, 1998, S. diardi Roberts, 1998, S. elonga-
ta Roberts, 1998, S. patella Freyhof & Serov, 2000
and S. breviventralis Freyhof & Serov, 2000, all
from coastal rivers of Central Vietnam or from
hill streams of the Mekong basin in Laos. During
recent investigations by AMNH and ZFMK teams,
an additional, new species of Sewellia was found
in Central Vietnam.

Material and methods

Fish were caught using a DEKA 3000 portable
electroshocker and preserved directly in 5 % for-
maldehyde. Measurements and counts follow
those of Kottelat (1990). ‘Oropectoral membrane’
is defined by Roberts (1998). Generic diagnosis
and general remarks on morphology are given
by Freyhof & Serov (2000). Measurements were
made point-to-point with dial callipers and re-
corded to 0.1 mm. Holotype is not included in the
calculation of means and SD. Abbreviations used
denote the following morphometric characters
and institutions: SL, standard length; HL, dor-
sal head length; AMNH, American Museum of
Natural History, New York; MNHN, Muséum
National d’Histoire Naturelle, Paris; ZFMK, Zo-
ologisches Forschungsinstitut und Museum Al-
exander Koenig, Bonn. Vietnamese spelling of
location names may be very different from those
presented in this paper. Moreover, at most loca-
tions, local people had various names for the
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