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Type fixation for Parasinilabeo Wu, 1939
(Osteichthyes: Cyprinidae)

Maurice Kottelat* and E. Zhang**

Under article 70.3.2 of the 1999 edition of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, Parasinilabeo assimilis
Wu & Yao, 1977, is selected as the type species of Parasinilabeo Wu, 1939. Pararectoris Su et al., 2001, becomes a junior
objective synonym of Parasinilabeo.
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Since its description, the cyprinid genus Parasini-
labeo Wu, 1939, has usually been treated as valid
(Eschmeyer, 1990, 1998; Zhang, 2000; Zhang et
al., 2000). The type species of the genus is usually
listed as P. assimilis Wu & Yao, in Wu et al., 1977,
by subsequent designation by Wu et al. (1977:
366). Su et al. (2001), however, following Banares-
cu (1997), argued that Parasinilabeo is invalid as
its type species was inappropriately designated
by Wu et al. (1977), and as such, they established
a new genus Pararectoris, and noted that it be-
comes the replacement name for Parasinilabeo.
Parasinilabeo assimilis was retained as the type
species.

The problem, however, is not that straightfor-
ward. In the original description, Epalzeorhyn-
chus mutabilis Lin, 1933, was designated as the
type species of Parasinilabeo Wu, 1939. It was only
much later that Wu et al. (1977) explained that
the material which had been identified as E. muta-
bilis in his earlier paper (Wu, 1939) and on which

he based his concept of Parasinilabeo was in fact
misidentified, and he then redescribed this very
species as Parasinilabeo assimilis Wu & Yao, in Wu
et al., 1977. The real E. mutabilis is a member of
Rectoris Lin, 1935. At the same time, Wu et al.
(1977) retained P. assimilis as the type species of
Parasinilabeo. This last action was not correct.
Article 70 of the 1964 ICZN in force then required
that cases of misidentified type species should be
submitted to the Commission, and authors did
not have the option of solving the case by them-
selves. This was maintained in the 1985 edition of
ICZN but has now changed with the 1999 edi-
tion. Under article 70.3 of this latest code, an
author now has the option to select which species
is best suited as type species, either the species
originally cited, or the species actually involved.
This article, however, cannot be applied retroac-
tively as article 70.3.2 of the 1999 ICZN has to be
specifically cited in the paper where the type
species fixation is discussed.
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